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REGION OF LAZIO 
 
 This is the cradle of occidental civilization and Christian culture, of lakes and legends, of 
thermal spas and history, of ancient roads and verdant hills. Lazio is a region of central Italy 
bordered by the Tyrrhenian Sea,traverse by the waters of the Tiber River and mainly characterized 
by hills and mountains, while it slopes down near the coast. This region has different yet 
complementary features, unblemished sceneries and spectacular horizons among the towns. 
 
 
*For all the trips you can have a personalized quotation according to your requests and number 
of people 
 

SEA AND NECROPOLIS 
 
 
 
 Just 22 km from Bracciano can reach Tyrrhenian Sea and combine a day at the beach and 
visit the necropolis ssituaated in Cerveteri: 

 
Known by the name of "Agylla" when it was under Greek 
rule, later to become Ceisra as an Etruscan settlement, 
renamed Caere by the Romans, and famed throughout 
the world today as Cerveteri, this is one of Etruria's 
greatest and most renowned cities, and its historic and 
archaeological value has made it a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 
Its origins date to the 9th - 8th centuries BC, and the 
Etruscan town saw a long period of development that 

reached its apex about the 6th century BC, when a 
pyramid-like social organization took shape, in 
which power was held by aristocratic families. 
Conflict with the Greeks, Romanization of the 
territory¸ interruption of commercial exchanges, 
attacks by Saracens, and lastly malaria brought 
this land into decline. 
 Today, Cerveteri is an obligatory stop for 
those who wish to make contact with the life and 
death of the Etruscan people. From the 
Necropolises, which are a World Heritage Site, and 
arriving in a historic centre rich with Medieval remains, the evolution of local history and the 
succession of various periods may be seen. In fact, Caere's necropolises extend for 45 hectares 
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around the area of the ancient civitas. The most famous 
is the Necropolis of the Banditaccia (virtual tour), a 
masterwork of man's creative genius; along with the one 
in Tarquinia, it is the most interesting Etruscan tomb 
group. 
The Necropolis of the Banditaccia is important not just 
for the immense archaeological treasure it preserves 
inside, but also because, in its design, the Etruscans 
intended to recreate the urban planning structure of the 
city of the living: in fact, the tombs wind along a main artery, Via degli Inferi, and follow a 
checkerboard pattern, the smaller streets intersecting with each other and giving life to a true 
urban plan. 
 
Its funerary setting reflects the ancient city's own urban planning and architectural patterns. The 
word "banditaccia" dates to the early 19th century, when the lands were leased out by the 
municipality; the leases were called bandi. The leased lands then began to be referred to by the 
pejorative "banditaccia" because they were unsuited to farming and grazing. 
A visit to the necropolis is limited to the "walled-in area" with about two thousand tombs. The 

most ancient nucleus consists of the area called "Cava 
della Pozzolana," or the "pozzolana quarry," with 
major groups of Villanovan tombs. During that period 
(9th – 8th centuries BC), the technique of cremating 
the deceased was widespread and the simple pit 
tombs housed the ashes in biconical urns. The large 
tumuli, which make the Banditaccia unique, are from 
the 7th century BC. The most famous tomb groups 
from this period are: the Tomb of the Hut, the tomb of 

the jars and fire dogs ("Dolii e Alari"), the Tomb of the Funeral Beds, the "Maroi" tumulus, and the 
"Mengarelli" tumulus. The apogee period (6th century BC) saw the appearance of decorations and 
finishings that were unknown earlier. The change in tomb 
type should be interpreted in parallel with that of 
residential structures. From this period is the Tomb of 
Capitals, dug entirely into the tuff, with an access and two 
small rooms plus a central rectangular hall with three 
rooms at back. The 5th century BC was marked by a 
period of crisis, connected with the continuous struggles 
between the aristocratic class and the new middle class. 
Dating to this period are the "cube" tombs. From the 4th 
to the 2nd  centuries BC, the struggles between Rome and 
Greece worsened; the most emblematic example from 
this period is the famous Tomb of the Bas Reliefs, with plasterwork depicting moments, animals, 
and objects of daily use. It is a single chamber with dividers, loculi, pillars, and delimited spaces for 
burials. 
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Adjacent to the Banditaccia Necropolis are the "Tombe del Comune" ("tombs of the municipality") 
dating to the Hellenistic age; the Sorbo necropolis, the most ancient, with its tombs dating to the 
early 9th century BC; and Monte Abatone and San Paolo, which yielded the famous vase of Medea. 
Lastly, mention should be made of the monumental complex of the "Greppe San'Angelo" tombs 
situated near one of the entrances to the ancient Etruscan city. 
 
 

Useful information: 
Distance from Bracciano to Cerveteri:  25min, 22 km 
 
Video Banditaccia Necropolis -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6f8Z0g7Nak 
 

Timetables and Tickets: 
Tickets:    Normal fare: 8 euro, children 6-18 y.o: 2 euro, 18-25 y.o : 5 
euro 
Entrance:    08:30 - 18:00 
Reservation for groups with guided tour must be made at least 2 weeks before arrival. We'll 
appreciate if you'll inform us in time to proceed with reservation before your arrival. 
 

  

TIVOLI AND VILLA D'ESTE 

 
The town of Tivoli, the ancient Tibur, lies 30 
kilometers east of Rome in the Sabine Hills, 
beautifully set on a limestone ridge above the ravine 
carved by the River Aniene. During the Roman 
Empire, it was a favorite resort of nobles and the 
Emperor Augustus himself, who sought the cooler air 
of the hills as an escape from Rome's summer heat. 
Although Tivoli is mainly known to tourists for its two 
blockbuster attractions - Hadrian's Villa and Villa 

d'Este's gardens - the town itself has a medieval castle and 
several interesting churches. 
 
VILLA D'ESTE: 
Thanks to the efforts he made for the election of Pope Julius III, 
Cardinal Ippolito II d'Este, son of Lucrezia Borgia and Alfonso I 
d'Este, was appointed governor of Tivoli for life. 
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He had the unpleasant surprise of discovering that his residence was to have been a dark old 
Benedictine monastery, at the Church of Saint Mary Major, that 
was not up to the standards of comfort he was used to in Ferrara. 
He immediately decided to convert it into a sumptuous villa and 
appointed the Neapolitan architect Pirro Ligorio to design the villa. 
During the long and laborious building works, Ligorio built an 
impressive hydraulic system to carry an enormous amount of 
water from the Aniene River down a slope where he constructed 
one of the most incredible gardens of the period. In order to 
implement this ambitious project, the Cardinal managed to obtain 
permission to use the marble from the Tomb of Caecilia Metella on 
the Via Appia Antica. 

Most was used to construct the fifty fountains and the many 
spouts which still decorate the park in a continuous change 
of viewpoints, perspectives and water displays. 
Many of the sculptures are dedicated to the Greek myths, 
such as the Grotto of Diana, the Pegasus Fountain or the 
Loggia of Pandora. Some have unusual shapes, like the 
Fontana del Bicchierone (Fountain of the large glass), on 
which Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini 

worked, and the elaborate fountain complex called the 
Rometta ("the little Rome"), containing a miniature of 
the most famous monuments in Rome. 
One of the greatest attractions of the park if the 
Fountain of the Organ completely powered by the 
movements of the water and still working perfectly. 
 

Useful information: 
 
Distance from Bracciano: 72km, 1,10h 

Video Villa d'Este 
http://www.villadestetivoli.info/infoe.htm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tarmcf6Df1I 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imHTyHOUHDc 

 
Timetables and Tickets: 
August  8.30 am - 6.45 pm 
 Ticket – 8 euro , Reduced cost – 4 euro 
All citizens under 18 years old are free of charge. 
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The right to purchase reduced price tickets belongs to all citizens of the European Union between 
the ages of 18 and 25 as well as permanent teachers of state schools (upon presentation of identity 
documents).   
The right of free admission belongs to all citizens under 18 upon presentation of identity 
documents. 
Reservation for groups with guided tour must be made at least 2 weeks before arrival. We'll 

appreciate if you'll inform us in time to proceed with reservation before your arrival. 

 

VITERBO AND CIVITA DI BAGNOREGGIO 
 

 

VITERBO 

 Viterbo’s historic center is one of the best preserved 
medieval towns of central Italy. Many of the older buildings 
(particularly churches) are built on top of ancient runs. Viterbo 
is a heart of stone willing to open up to visitors who fall under 
the enchantment of the medieval atmospheres, which tell 
"tales of knights, arms and love" as well as the Machiavellian 
strategies of the popes. Here, in 1272, before the altar of the 
Gesù church, Henry of Almain was savagely killed. This was 

described by Dante in the Inferno. This is the 
birthplace of the legends of St. Rose, the young girl 
who became the symbol of the struggle of the 
Guelphs against the imperial attempts to gain 
hegemony. 
Viterbo, the capital city of its province, is situated 
below the Cimini Mountains, between Lake Vico and 
Lake Bolsena. The province extends from the 

Maremma 
area to the 
Tiber valley. Palanzana, a mountain 800 metres in height, 
dominates the plain where the city centre is located. 
This city of art and culture provides visitors with numerous 
opportunities, with medieval churches and Renaissance 
palaces, archaeological areas, thermal spas, good cuisine and 
cultural traditions. 
 We should not miss the Palazzo dei Papi (Papal 
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Palace), that has dominated the San Lorenzo hill like a fortress since the mid 13th century, set 
around the square below with its elegant arches. Then there is the Romanesque Duomo of San 
Lorenzo, site of the coronation of seven popes; and the San Pellegrino quarter, the residential area 
of medieval Viterbo. Equally suggestive, though less refined 
than San Pellegrino from the architectural point of view, is 
Piano Scarano, one of the oldest quarters of the city, once 
mainly populated by peasants and artisans. 
 Strolling along the streets of Viterbo is like a walk 
through history. Piazza del Plebiscito opens up to visitors, 
offering an artistic complex that seems to have brought 
time to a stop: the Palazzo dei Priori, with its elegant 
portico, the Palazzo dei Governatori, the Palazzo del 
Podestà, with its clock tower, and the old church of Sant'Angelo. Along the streets of the city centre 

we can appreciate Romanesque churches like 
Santa Maria Nuova, one of the oldest in Viterbo, 
San Sisto and many others. 
The "City of the Popes" is dotted with 
innumerable fountains. Tall and impressive, with 
their column-like shape, they had a fundamental 
public function. They are located in the squares of 
the city, as if to quench the thirst of the stones as 
well. The most beautiful fountains are the ones in 

Piazza della Morte (1200), Piazza Fontana Grande (1206), Piazza San Faustino (1251), Piazza della 
Rocca (16th century), Piazza delle Erbe (1621), Piazza del Gesù (17th century) and Piano Scarano 
(1367). 
Outside the walls, the necropolis of Castel d'Asso and the city of Ferento testify to the presence of 
the Etruscans and the Romans, the two civilisations from which Viterbo originated. There are 
various smaller towns near the city such as La Quercia, Bagnaia, S. Martino al Cimino, Tobia, 
Roccalvecce, Grotte Santo Stefano and Montecalvello. 
These towns of historical interest have villas, churches, 
palaces and gardens of extraordinary artistic quality. 
The city's museums are of special interest. Mainly located in 
old historic palaces or religious buildings, they conserve the 
memories of the peoples who lived in Tuscia. 
Viterbo occupies a mainly thermal area, with numerous hot 
springs having important curative properties. The baths, 
used throughout the Middle Ages, and frequented by 
illustrious personalities, offering treatments as well as 
opportunities for fun and relaxation. 
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CIVITA DI BAGNOREGGIO 

One of the most beautiful old towns in Italy, it is 
also disappearing. Civita di Bagnoregio, a quarter of 
the Municipality of Bagnoregio, is located on a tufa 
rock hill and can be reached only by crossing a 
pedestrian bridge. 
Called the "dying city" by Bonaventura Tecchi, who 
was born here, Civita di Bagnoregio risks 
disappearing because the tufa hill where it is 
located is being eroded at the base by the 
continuous action of the two streams in the valleys 
below as well as by the effect of rain and wind. 

The 
destiny of 

this place, the cluster of medieval houses, the handful of families 
who still live there and the surreal landscape of surrounding white 
clay canyons make Bagnoregio a unique and enchanting place. 
Majestic and suggestive, almost like a gateway to another 
dimension, the quarter was called Santa Maria in the Middle Ages 
because of the Church of the same name, also called Porta Cava. 
Partially cut into the tufa in the Etruscan period, it was completely 
readapted in the Middle Ages and in the 16th and 17th centuries 
when it underwent numerous restorations, with the addition of a number of elements which do  not fit in as 
a whole. On the walls we can see graffiti showing crosses on triangles, recalling the cross of Golgotha in 
Jerusalem, attributed to pilgrims returning from the Holy Land or to the Templars. 
 

The layout is based on the main street running from 
east to west, and on the square with the Cathedral, 
probably built in the early 7th century on the area of an 
ancient temple, and enriched in subsequent centuries 
by various structures, the most significant of which 
dates from 1511, designed by Nicola Matteucci of 
Caprarola. The church houses a fine 15th century 
Flemish wooden crucifix which is carried during the 
suggestive procession of the crucified Christ. 

Strolling through the lanes leading from the square is like travelling 
back in time, in an almost unreal silence, where we can enjoy 
pleasant corners with their traces of past ages, with flowers in the 
windows, and crafty cats dozing. Old medieval palaces, together 
with Renaissance olive presses and humble peasant homes, look out 
over the immense surrounding canyons which, with their crests and 
pinnacles, form a crown around this small town, clinging to life on 
the fragile clay hill. 
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Excursion: 

 Departure from Bracciano after breakfast , we'll fix exact hour according to 
your preference and festival's activity. Distance from Bracciano to Viterbo: 
around 50km, 1 hour 

 Arrival in Viterbo. Visit of medieval center and Viterbo underground ,  
degustation of local products.  

 Lunch or packed lunch . Distance from Viterbo to Civita di Bagnoreggio: 
around 35min. 28 km 

 Departure for Civita di Bagnoreggio. Visit of "Dying city". 

 Return in Bracciano , around 80 km, 1,30h 

  
Useful information:  

Watch Civita di Bagnoregio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uO71X3pZ0Ec 

Reservation for groups with guided tour must be made at least 2 weeks before 
arrival. We'll appreciate if you'll inform us in time to proceed with reservation before 
your arrival. 
 

CASCATE DELLE MARMORE 

 

 The Marmore Falls: Among the highest in Europe, they 
were built by the Romans in 271 BC to drain the swamps around 
the Nera River. An engineering feat that has become one of the 
most spectacular natural attractions of Umbria. 

There are five trails here which 
offer different views of the falls 
and let you enjoy the natural 
beauty of the park. 
Trail N.1 begins at the learning 
centre of the Botanical Gardens 
located in the area of the lower 
Belvedere. A large square is 
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dedicated to one of the most illustrious visitors to the Falls, Lord Byron, who wrote verses about 
the emotions they aroused in him. Take the trail that leads to the upper Belvedere. This is quite a 
difficult hike and the only one that takes you to the upper part of the falls. After about forty 

minutes of walking you will reach the upper Belvedere 
from which you can see the first leap of the falls from a 
small observation tower called "la specola", built in 1786 
at the behest of Pope Pius VI. On leaving the "specola" you 
cross the Cavo Curiano over an iron bridge. 
Lover's Balcony 
To reach it takes about 20 minutes of walk along the route 
n.1, but  it is worth. “The lover’s balcony” is there, in front 
of the first drop of the Falls; on the contrary, “inside”, the 
strong water and for this reason you need to wear a 
raincoat to stop there (they sell in the ticket-office). It is a 

little terrace situated at the end of the tunnel (called with the same name: the tunnel of lovers), in 
the travertine rock, few centimeters from the Falls: if you stretch out the legs, you can touch the 
water of the Velino river.   
Why “of the lovers”? because it is the favourite place of lovers 
and because the Falls is linked to the myth of St. Valentin, the 
first bishop of Terni (III century AD), patron of the city and of the 
lovers. The legend of the “bridal veil” tells that the saint to 
demonstrate the purity of the beautiful Nerina in doubt from the 
boyfriend,  stroke the cliff with the crosier making flow the 
waters able to form a great bridal veil. 
Trail N.2 is short and easy, but it brings you very close to the falls: 
the thunder of the water and the pristine natural setting make 

this one of the most exciting trails. 
Back at the departure point, by the 
learning centre, you can see one of 
the park's three hundred natural 
caves. Go up the wooden steps and 
you will find yourself right next to the cascading waters, almost close 
enough to touch the second leap of the falls. Be careful not to get wet! 
The third trail is the perfect place from which to see the canyons carved 
into the rock by the waters of the 
Nera river. At the end of the trail is 
a panoramic terrace which boasts 
a view of the confluence of the 
Velino and Nera rivers.   
Trail N.4, the Pennarossa Trail, is 

the tourist trail for excellence. Most of the photographs of this 
place, which you may have already seen, were taken from 
spots along this trail. Follow this itinerary and look out from 
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the belvedere over the three leaps of the falls. 
Walk the fifth trail, enjoy the great views of the Terni basin and the Nera River valley which spans 
all the way to the Ferentillo gorges. Along the way, look out over one of the artificial wells covered 
by a transparent glass: its depth will take your breath away. 

Useful information: 

Distance from Bracciano - about 2 hours, 110 km   

View the Marmore Falls: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaMXOCI0lOA 
 
Timetables and Tickets: 
Ticket – 10 euro, children till 10 y.o. – 7 euro 
Cost for groups: 7,50 euro per person 
Entrance:    10:00 - 22:00 
Water release   11.00-13.00,  Saturday and Sunday 10.00-13.00 
 
Reservation for groups with guided tour must be made at least 2 weeks before 
arrival. We'll appreciate if you'll inform us in time to proceed with reservation before 
your arrival. 

 

 

 

 

 


